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TO: MATERNAL, CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH (MCAH)
DIRECTORS
BLACK INFANT HEALTH (BIH) COORDINATORS

SUBJECT: BLACK INFANT HEALTH (BIH) PROGRAM CLARIFICATION
PROGRAM POLICY ALERT] #2004/05-04

This correspondence is provided in response to the productive dialogue during the
November 2004, Black Infant Health (BIH) Contractors’ meeting. It supports and
clarifies previously issued BIH Policy Directives.

Quantity

Each BIH local site is to serve 25 percent of the live births to African American women,
in their respective city or county in California. The agreed upon target population for
BIH is African-American pregnant and parenting women, 18 years and older who are at
risk for adverse birth outcomes.

The attached matrix identifies specific numeric goals assigned to each jurisdiction
in order to increase program growth and lives touched. Given the fiscal challenges
and limitations faced by both State and local governments, we will agree to grant
an extended period of time in order to accomplish the 25 percent directive. The
BIH Program is challenged to increase the population of live births served from

the current eight percent (2,017) to 25 percent (6,561). We expect this directive

to be accomplished over a period of three years, effective

July 1, 2004 — June 30, 2007.

The matrix has 6 columns:
Column one is the number of live births to African American women 18 and older in your
jurisdiction.

Column two is the 25 % goal for each jurisdiction.
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Column three is the number of live births served by each BIH jurisdiction in 2003.
Column four is the difference between the 25% goal and the number served.

Column five divides the difference in column four by 3 to indicate the additional number
of births each year for the next three years that need to be served to reach the 25%
goal.

Column six gives the percentage of live births that were served by the jurisdiction in
2003.

Achieving the 25 percent goal will significantly deepen the quantity of lives touched. If
- you feel the data totals listed in column three do not accurately reflect the births of the
client population served, please notify us and submit your supportive data.

First Time Moms

The earlier directive to serve 50 percent of First Time Moms has been suspended.
This is cited in the fiscal year 2004-2005 MCAH Policy and Procedures, under Black
Infant Health Program, #2.2.7.

Length of Stay

All clients entering the BIH Program prior to March 1, 2005 may receive services,
where warranted, up to 24 months post-delivery. Clients entering the Program on or
after March 1, 2005, will receive BIH services up to the index infant’s first birthday or 12
months post delivery.

Local BIH Programs may extend services beyond 12 months to mothers with infants
born due to prematurity, other pregnancy complications or justifiable needs due to
extenuating circumstances. This will be done on a case-by-case basis. The extension
is to provide supportive services to the family and to monitor the infant’s appropriate
weight/age adjustment up to 24 months post delivery.

General Discussion

We appreciate your rich history of coordinating and collaborating with local stakeholders
and service providers. We encourage you to continue to maintain strong linkages and
networks with your key and critical partners to assure timely access and acquisition of
needed perinatal services and promote quality health care. We also encourage you to
develop working agreements with Family PACT providers in your local area to assure
the provision of comprehensive family planning services.
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Thank you for your continued efforts to eliminate Black infant morbidity and mortality in

your respective areas.

If you have questions or need clarification on any of the above, please contact Janet
Baisden, Public Health Social Work Consultant, at (916) 650-0380, or

jbaisden@dhs.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

TR

Susann J. Steinberg, M.D., Chief
Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health/Office of Family Planning Branch

Enclosure

cc: Amy Krawiec, M.D.
Acting Chief
Program and Policy Section
1615 Capitol Avenue, MS 8306
P.O.Box 997420
Sacramento CA 95899-7420

Programs and Policy Section Managers
BIH Program Consultants

BIH Contract Managers

CMAP Unit Chief

CMAP Contract Managers
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